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Synopsis

The New Testament in Antiquity is a textbook for college and seminary students penned by three
evangelical scholars with over fifty years of combined experience in the classroom. Their challenge
was to build a text that would be engaging, academically robust, richly illustrated, and relevant to the
modern student. This book strikes a balance between being accessible to all students and
challenging them to explore the depths of the New Testament within its cultural worlds. The New
Testament in Antiquity carefully develops how Jewish and Hellenistic cultures formed the essential
environment in which the New Testament authors wrote their books and letters. It argues that
knowing the land, history, and culture of this world brings remarkable new insights into how we read
the New Testament itself. Numerous sidebars provide windows into the Jewish, Hellenistic, and
Roman worlds and integrate this material directly with the interpretation of the literature of the New
Testament. This is an ideal introductory text for classroom use, with ample discussion questions and

bibliographies.
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Customer Reviews

A¢a -A“Complete with an extraordinary array of visual illustrations, this book covers important
topics needed for an introductory text in New Testament in a way that is both understandable and
well-informed. It emphasizes many details that help students discover the biblical text in new ways
they would rarely get on their own.A¢a —As-- Craig S. KeenerA¢a -A“. . . one of the best

introductions and surveys in recent times. Remarkably attractive in its layout, with color pictures,



color pictures, charts, diagrams and sidebars galore . . . If it's backgrounds you want to highlight in a
one-semester introduction to the New Testament, this is the text to assign.A¢a —As -- Craig L.
Blomberg, PhD

The New Testament in Antiquity is a textbook for college and seminary students penned by three
evangelical scholars with over fifty years of combined experience in the classroom. Their challenge
was to build a text that would be engaging, academically robust, richly illustrated, and relevant to the
modern student. This book strikes a balance between being accessible to all students and
challenging them to explore the depths of the New Testament within its cultural worlds. The New
Testament in Antiquity carefully develops how Jewish and Hellenistic cultures formed the essential
environment in which the New Testament authors wrote their books and letters. It argues that
knowing the land, history, and culture of this world brings remarkable new insights into how we read
the New Testament itself. Numerous sidebars provide windows into the Jewish, Hellenistic, and
Roman worlds and integrate this material directly with the interpretation of the literature of the New
Testament. This is an ideal introductory text for classroom use, with ample discussion questions and

bibliographies.

Kindle version has so many errors that it is distracting. | would give this book five stars, but part of
delivering a good product, especially when it comes to books, is to make a good presentation of the
material. or the publisher should not charge almost full print price for the Kindle version, then do
such a poor job in its formatting. It's not just an occasional error, either. Words or letters are
chopped off, seemingly as part of an editing attempt, then the extra letters and chopped off words
are added back in rather randomly. I'd rather not have to slow my reading time with these

distractions.

This book is very informative and helps make history come alive with great diagrams, pictures and
interesting narratives. Helps to transform your understanding of antiquity and thus better understand

the biblical contex in a more in-depth manner.

Fantastic book that goes through the genre, context, and an explanation of the new Testament. This
is a spectacular book with many examples and real-life pictures of ancient finds. A great book for
the classroom and a great book for exploration within the New Testament.Thank You and

Blessings!



| bought this book for school. It was in good shape and help up through the semester.

This book was pretty interesting. It has a lot of good information for anyone who is just starting to
learn about the New Testament. | really enjoyed the extra pieces they put in the margins that just
shared a little more about the culture and history or gave background to specific people mentioned
in the text. My one complaint is that it would often direct me to "see text box above" or below or to
the side, and there would be no text box there. Sometimes what it was referring to would be on a

different page or couldn’t be found at all.

Very good book explaining the culture and life in Biblical times. | had this book for my Bible and its

Environments class and it was very helpful!

Breaking down the environment and tension in which the audience and writers lived brings life to
scripture via this book. Reading at times like a history book with great side notes, the content deals

with issues and answers that have followed the NT in an unbiest view.

Absolutely a must read and valuable reference book.
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